FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH CONTEMPORARY MUSIC MINISTRY

Vocal Ministry Commitment

Name ____________________________ Date ________________

Audition Process: January 27, 2008 
PLEASE READ, INITIAL AND RETURN ALL 3 PAGES.

____ (If not already a member of First Baptist) I commit to pursuing full membership at First Baptist Church, including baptism and attending the NEW MEMBER CLASS.

____ I commit to pursuing a daily quiet time.

____ I commit to representing Jesus Christ and the values of First Baptist Church in my daily private and public life.

____ I commit to the schedule of rehearsals and services as explained in the attached documents.

____ I commit to being as musically prepared as possible for all services, concerts, events by attending rehearsals and assuming the responsibility of private practice.

(We suggest you utilize the download center to assist with learning music.)
____ I commit to avoiding gossip and doing my part to stop it when it appears.

____ I commit to observing the principles of Matthew 18 and going directly to the appropriate people when situations arise instead of discussing it with other ministry members.

____ I commit to being a positive, uplifting influence within my ministry and avoiding negative attitude and speech. 
____ I commit to attending First Baptist services on a regular basis.

(We acknowledge it may be tempting so socialize during the services, however regular attendance in a service is vital to your spiritual growth and the health of this ministry.
(See following two pages)
I have read and commit to the following Dress Code Standards        (initial) _______
DRESS CODE STANDARDS

Although no ministry is more important than another ministry in God’s eyes, servants in the music ministry tend to be scrutinized longer and harder because they are out in front of everybody. In other words, you’re ON STAGE! Consequently, you need to set a higher standard, especially in one specific area of human expression: how we dress. The key word regarding this issue is “sensitivity and modesty” Here is an important reminder: Clothes that may be considered conservative in the world’s eyes may not be modest enough for a worship service. To help you cultivate sensitivity in this sometimes confusing arena of Christian freedom (dress/style), we have provided the following guidelines that worship/praise team leaders will ask you to follow. These guidelines apply to all music ministers (vocal and instrumental) and are VERY IMPORTANT!

WHAT YOU CAN'T WEAR
LADIES:

1. Hems on skirts or dresses should be no shorter than at the knee (due to platform height). Long skirts should not be slit any higher than the knee.

2. No low-cut tops, sleeveless blouses or dresses (cap-sleeves with discretion), tank tops, backless dresses, spaghetti strap dresses, or halter tops.

3. No see-through or lace blouses without an under blouse. No see-through or lace blouses even with an under blouse if that under blouse is low-cut.

4. Please wear proper underclothing, and always be sure all undergarments are not visible.

5. BLUE JEANS are permitted in the Worship Center, as long as they are not tight-fitting. 

6. No tight, form-fitting pants, dresses or spandex (hint: any clothing that outlines undergarments or intimate parts of the body is too tight).

7. No visible mid-riff

8. Please DO WEAR deodorant.

9. Please DO NOT wear perfume during performances (many people have allergies or asthma and perfumes can cause adverse reactions in such individuals). PLEASE FOLLOW THIS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT GUIDELINE.

GENTLEMEN:
1. No tank tops or sloppy T-shirts. Also, please DO NOT wear any shirts that have writing or large logos on them.

2. No shorts.

3. Please wear proper underclothing, and always be sure all undergarments are not visible.

4. BLUE JEANS are permitted in the Worship Center, as long as they are not tight-fitting.

5. No hats 

6. Please DO WEAR deodorant.

7. NO COLOGNES, NO STRONG AFTER SHAVE LOTION (many people have allergies or asthma and can suffer adverse reactions). PLEASE FOLLOW THIS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT GUIDELINE.

WHAT YOU CAN WEAR
1. Be aware of the dress code for each performance. This will be announced at the rehearsal prior to the performance. (If you are not sure, black is the safest choice).

2. Nice-Casual (especially at other services) to Sunday best (Easter, Christmas, and other holidays)

3. Jewelry

4. For SOLO/ DUET/ GROUP performances, please be especially dressy

5. Smiles, smiles, smiles!!!

I have read the following statements regarding lateness and commit to being prompt for all rehearsals, services & events                               (initial) ________                                                                                                             
Habitual Lateness

Everyone is late once in a while - flat tires, kids, bad directions. However, habitual lateness is unhealthy in a ministry setting and goes against what we are called to be and how we are to act as followers of Christ. Please read the following notes to better understand this issue. Prayerfully review your own habits as you consider joining this ministry. We are committed to pursing excellence in all areas, including how we approach our ministry responsibilities. 

Habitual Lateness is often a sign of…

Pride
Being late (without a valid reason) basically says to everyone else, “Your time is not as important as mine.” Or, “I don’t need to rehearse as much as you do.” Both are issues of pride. Scripture is very clear on how God feels about pride - He despises it! Pride is often a primary cause of habitual lateness.


"For whoever exalts himself will be humbled..." Matthew 23:12 


(See also Proverbs 8:13, Proverbs 16:18, Daniel 4:37 and more…!)

Selfishness
Being late is a display of our tendency to want to be served, rather than be a servant. “I’ll come once you guys are finished setting up for me.” “It doesn’t matter if you guys need me here, I’ll come when I want to.” 


“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than 
yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. You must 
have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.” (Phil 2:3-5; see also vs. 6-11 & Matthew 23:11)

Laziness
Being late is a symptom of not putting forth the appropriate effort that should be afforded to any act of ministry. 


“Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for 
people.” (Col 3:23)

Disorder
When others are relying on you and you constantly miss the needed arrival time, you are jeopardizing the order that is often necessary for a church service to be effective. People’s lives and souls are at stake. 


“But be sure that everything is done properly and in order.” 1 Cor 14:40


(Referring to a church/worship setting)

Disrespect 

How we treat others is very important to God. When everyone else is on time and you constantly show up late, you are gravely disrespecting everyone on your team—the volunteers, the leaders, even others who show up late. Worse yet, it dishonors God. In the verse below, Jesus is not just talking about offering someone a drink of water—He is referring to how we treat each other. When you treat His children with disrespect, you are disrespecting Him.


“Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Hypocrisy
To be up on a platform projecting the image of a Christian life, but ignoring the very serious contradictions above is, simply, hypocritical.


“...on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness.” Matt 23:28
Unfortunately, no matter how committed to being on time you are, others will often still end up late. Please, do not let this influence your attitude. It does NOT matter what anyone else is doing - how you act out your faith and your obedience is your responsibility, not anyone else’s. Thank you for your careful consideration of this issue!

[NOTE: If you have legitimate reasons for being late (work schedules, family issues) and can notify your ministry leader in advance, please do so!]
